Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.008 Å; R factor = 0.097; wR factor = 0.192; data-to-parameter ratio = 10.0.
In the molecule of the title compound, C 15 H 11 NO 2 , the dihedral angle between the ring systems is 81.3 (2) . In the crystal structure, molecules are held together via C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For the crystal structure of the triclinic form, see: Warzecha, Lex & Griesbeck (2006) 
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Warzecha, Görner & Griesbeck, 2006) . Warzecha, Lex & Griesbeck (2006) also reported the crystal structure of the triclinic form of (I). Herein, the crystal structure of a monoclinic form is described.
The molecular structure of (I), Fig. 1 , shows two planar subunits, i.e. a phthalimide moiety and a phenyl ring, being linked by a methylene-C9 atom with a N1-C9-C10 bond angle of 114.2 (5)°. The dihedral angle formed between the least-squares planes through each of the subunits is 81.3 (2)°. The C8-N1-C9-C10 and C7-N1-C9-C10 torsion angles of 91.3 (6)Å and −88.0 (6)°, respectively, highlight the orthogonal relationship within the molecule.
The crystal packing is stabilized by C-H···O interactions (Table 1) .
Compound (I) was purified by silica-gel column chromatography with alcohol-hexane (v/v = 3/7) as eluent. Single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of the eluting solution at room temperature.
Refinement
The H atoms were refined: range of C-H = 0.91 (6) − 1.04 (6) Å.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) showing the atomic numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 35% probability level.
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Special details
Experimental. collimator diameter: 0.800000 mm 
